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CONSENSUS

#1

Rapid, frequent, fast turn-
around, easy-to-administer
testing for asymptomatic as
well as symptomatic citizens
IS a critical screening and
surveillance tool that should
be rolled out as broadly and
qguickly as possible.

® NHS “MASS TESTING INVOLVES PRO-ACTIVE
STAY ALERT ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING OF A DEFINED GROUP;
SONTROL EITHER THROUGH UNIVERSAL PROVISION OF
SAVE LIVES ACCESSIBLE TESTING TO THAT GROUP OR AS A
REQUIREMENT BEFORE ENTERING A PARTICULAR
SETTING."

Bloomberg "TESTING CAN HELP CLOSE THE GAP BETWEEN
Businessweek NORMALCY AND WHERE WE ARE. IF AMERICANS WANT
TO SAFELY SEND KIDS TO SCHOOL, EAT IN A CAFE, GO
TO A BASKETBALL GAME, OR GET ON A PLANE, THE
U.S. NEEDS TO TEST A LOT MORE PEOPLE A LOT
FASTER."

@l "THE C.D.C. SEEKS TO DISSUADE PEOPLE WHO ARE
]l‘ ASYMPTOMATIC FROM BEING TESTED. YET THIS GROUP

Nt‘[lﬂﬂl‘k POSES BOTH THE GREATEST THREAT TO PANDEMIC
: : CONTROL AND THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY TO BRING

» THE PANDEMIC TO AN END. IT IS WITH THIS GROUP
@1‘1‘?5 THAT OUR COUNTRY HAS FAILED MOST MISERABLY."



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/31/opinion/cdc-testing-coronavirus.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-10-01/coronavirus-pandemic-how-the-u-s-can-implement-rapid-covid-testing?utm_content=businessweek&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-businessweek&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=socialflow-organic
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/914931/s0712-tfms-consensus-statement-sage.pdf

CONSENSUS

#2

Those regions and
institutions that have
adopted a high-frequency,
high-volume testing strategy
have been able to reopen
more quickly and safely --
and stay open.

Higher Education

"A PRIMARY REASON MANY COLLEGES IN MA, NY, ME
AND VT HAVE EXPERIENCED FEW CORONAVIRUS
OUTBREAKS THIS FALL HAS BEEN FREQUENT,
WIDESPREAD TESTING. AT 108 COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES, THAT TESTING IS BEING DONE WITHIN A
CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED SYSTEM RUN BY THE
BROAD INSTITUTE."

"THANKS TO AGGRESSIVE COVID-19 TESTING AT
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS’S MAIN CAMPUS, U OF I
HAS BECOME A NATIONAL MODEL FOR HOW TO
CARRY ON SAFELY DURING A PANDEMIC DESPITE
A ROCKY START IN SEPTEMBER."

"“MASSIVE TESTING, MASSIVE TESTING,” IS HOW

CORNELL UNIVERSITY’S PRESIDENT, MARTHA E.
Eufmmcu POLLACK, EXPLAINED HER INSTITUTION’S LOW COVID
g RATES. “FOLLOWED UP WITH VERY CAREFUL
CONTRACT TRACING AND THEN SUPPORTED ISOLATION
AND QUARANTINE.” CORNELL’S MOST RECENT WEEKLY
POSITIVITY RATE IS 0.02 PERCENT."



https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-a-pioneering-covid-testing-lab-helped-keep-northeast-colleges-open-11602849600
https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/after-a-rocky-start-university-of-illinois-is-a-national-model-at-managing-covid-19/article_18d4c200-0716-11eb-8c8c-bfd2735de477.html
https://www.chronicle.com/article/these-colleges-are-winning-the-fight-against-covid-19-at-least-for-now?cid2=gen_login_refresh&cid=reg_wall_signup&bc_nonce=t140byzahan3stbh04kc

Sports Leagues

"THE TESTING OF PLAYERS AND TEAM
EMPLOYEES WOULD BECOME AN AFFORDABLE
AND CONSISTENT OCCURRENCE, AND IT COULD
HELP FANS KEEP THEMSELVES SAFE BEFORE AND
AFTER EVENT ATTENDANCE."

"THE LATE SEPTEMBER ARRIVAL OF RAPID-
RESPONSE ANTIGEN TESTS ... WILL ALLOW
FOOTBALL TEAMS TO TEST PLAYERS FOR COVID-
19 IMMEDIATELY BEFORE PRACTICE AND GAMES,
THEREBY PREVENTING ON-FIELD TRANSMISSION
BY PRE-SYMPTOMATIC OR ASYMPTOMATIC
PLAYERS."

“BY COMBINING RAPID TESTING WITH PROTECTIVE
B CKEFELLER MEASURES ... SCHOOLS CAN BOTH PROTECT
FOUNDATION STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND ADMINISTRATORS
FROM COVID-19 AND DETECT NEW CASES TO
REDUCE THE RISK OF FURTHER TRANSMISSION.”

(le]t "CANYONS IS ALSO AN EXAMPLE OF HOW THE
' NATION’S 13,000 SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE
Ncluﬁol‘k STRUGGLING TO FIND WORKABLE POLICIES IN
R THE ABSENCE OF CLEAR STANDARDS FROM
@1‘“?5 THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND MANY STATE
GOVERNMENTS."

“TESTING ALL PASSENGERS WILL GIVE PEOPLE
BACK THEIR FREEDOM TO TRAVEL WITH
CONFIDENCE AND THAT WILL PUT MILLIONS OF
PEOPLE BACK TO WORK.”

“AMAZON SAID IT IS CURRENTLY CONDUCTING
THOUSANDS OF TESTS A DAY AND IS PLANNING
TO RAMP UP TO 50,000 TESTS A DAY ACROSS 650
SITES BY NOVEMBER."



https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-guidance-for-using-covid-19-testing-strategies-to-reopen-americas-schools-safely/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/the-nba-and-yale-just-landed-the-covid-testing-breakthrough-the-nfl-and-everyone-else-in-the-us-has-been-hoping-for-183335566.html?guccounter=1
https://www.seattletimes.com/sports/uw-husky-football/analysis-the-science-behind-the-rapid-response-covid-19-tests-that-could-save-the-pac-12s-se
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/us/coronavirus-schools-reopening-outbreak.html?action=click&module=Top+Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://enewspaper.latimes.com/infinity/article_share.aspx?guid=c97137cd-1e18-4157-9186-6952f42ccb51
https://www.thenationalnews.com/business/amazon-20-000-us-employees-tested-positive-for-covid-19-in-last-six-months-1.1087218

CONSENSUS

#3

Price remains a constraint on
demand:

e« The least expensive PCR
test in the region is $50,
not inclusive of collection
and reporting.

 Asymptomatic testing is
not uniformly reimbursed
by insurance

BASED ON DISCUSSIONS WITH LOCAL TEST

Largest Virginia- PROVIDERS, CONDUCTING AN ESTIMATED 7.8M TESTS

based private lab IN A6 MONTH PERIOD IN THE CAPITAL REGION,
company WOULD COST APPROXIMATELY $50 PER TEST ($390M

TOTAL).

B GREATER EMPLOYER ASSESSMENTS DONE BY GWP &
WASHINGTON PARTNERS SUGGEST THAT A PRICE POINT OF $20
PARTNERSHIP PER TEST OR LOWER IS NECESSARY TO CONVINCE

L o neons EMPLOYERS TO DEPLOY FREQUENT HIGH VOLUME

TESTS FOR EMPLOYEES.

"CLARIFYING AND ENFORCING EXISTING LAW IS
BROOKINGS IMPORTANT, BUT MORE IS ALSO NEEDED TO
GUARANTEE FINANCING FOR COVID-19 TESTING THAT

PROMOTES PUBLIC HEALTH GOALS."



https://www.brookings.edu/blog/usc-brookings-schaeffer-on-health-policy/2020/07/13/the-laws-governing-covid-19-test-payment-and-how-to-improve-them/

CONSENSUS

#4

Rapid improvements in
test technologies and
administration can be
expected to drive price
down quickly. Antigen and
Saliva-based testing are
two immediate options.

Antigen Testing

"RESEARCH SHOWS RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS CAN
WORK IN A REAL WORLD SETTING -- WITH
ASYMPTOMATIC AND SYMPTOMATIC PEOPLE."

- DR. MICHAEL MINA, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

CENTER for
S COMMUNICABLE
DISEASE DYNAMIC

"THE ABBOTT BINAXNOW TESTS WILL BE
INTEGRATED INTO THE STATEWIDE TESTING
SYSTEM TO SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE CAPACITY
e AND TURN-AROUND-TIMES FOR BOTH
ROCKEIELLER SYMPTOMATIC INDIVIDUALS AND FOR SCREENING.
RAPID TESTING WILL ENSURE THAT WE ARE ABLE
TO GET PEOPLE WHO ARE POSITIVE INTO
ISOLATION IN A TIMELY MANNER, AS WELL AS
QUARANTINING OF THEIR CLOSE CONTACTS."

"RAPID COVID-19 TEST SHOWS PROMISE IN
COMMUNITY TEST SETTING -- TEST CAN ID
INFECTIOUS INDIVIDUALS IN 15 MINUTES, COULD
HELP QUELL CONTINUED HIGH TRANSMISSION
AMONG MISSION LATINX POPULATION."



https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1317244929333170177.html
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-guidance-for-using-covid-19-testing-strategies-to-reopen-americas-schools-safely/
https://www.ucsf.edu/news/2020/10/418761/rapid-covid-19-test-shows-promise-community-test-setting

Saliva-based Testing

Yale

UNIVERSITY

AMERICAN
SOCIETY FOR
MICROBIOLOGY]

Check
COLORADO

"DR. SCOTT GOTTLIEB BELIEVES YALE UNIVERSITY’S
SALIVA-BASED CORONAVIRUS TEST IS AN IMPORTANT
DEVELOPMENT IN THE UNITED STATES PANDEMIC
RESPONSE."

"SALIVADIRECT IS A NEW PROCESS
DEVELOPED AT THE YALE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC
HEALTH TO TEST PERSONS SUSPECTED OF
HAVING COVID-19 FOR THE VIRUS, SARS-COV-2.
IT IS IDEAL FOR LARGE-SCALE TESTING AND
OFFERS A NUMBER OF ADVANTAGES OVER
TRADITIONAL TESTING METHODS."

"SELF-COLLECTED ANTERIOR NASAL AND SALIVA
SPECIMENS VERSUS HEALTHCARE WORKER-
COLLECTED NASOPHARYNGEAL SWABS FOR THE
MOLECULAR DETECTION OF SARS-COV-2."

COVIDCHECK COLORADO IS BUILDING A
NATIONAL MODEL BY PROVIDING SCHOOL
DISTRICTS AND ORGANIZATIONS ACCESS TO
COVID-19 TESTING, SYMPTOM TRACKING AND
TOOLS TO SUPPORT PUBLIC HEALTH
DEPARTMENT CONTACT-TRACING EFFORTS. THE
PROJECT WILL MOVE ENTIRELY TO THE
SALIVADIRECT PROTOCOL FOR ALL TESTING
STARTING LATE OCTOBER.


https://jcm.asm.org/content/early/2020/08/07/JCM.01824-20
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/08/17/dr-scott-gottlieb-touts-yale-new-saliva-based-coronavirus-test.html
https://medicine.yale.edu/news-article/27120/
https://covidcheckcolorado.org/

CONSENSUS

#5

There is debate on
appropriate test sensitivity
and specificity for
widespread, fast,
asymptomatic testing due
to the risk of false
positives; however, it is
iIncreasingly manageable.

. NHS "RAPID FOLLOW-UP CONFIRMATORY TESTING
STAY ALERT WILL BE NEEDED TO DETERMINE WHETHER
CONTROL INDIVIDUALS SHOULD CONTINUE TO SELF-
SAVE LIVES ISOLATE - IT IS IMPORTANT TO RAPIDLY ISOLATE

INFECTIOUS INDIVIDUALS, BUT EFFORTS WILL BE
NEEDED TO QUICKLY RELEASE FALSE POSITIVES."

"PRETEST PROBABILITY ASSESSMENTS SHOULD
BE CONSIDERED, AND CLEAR EVIDENCE-BASED
GUIDELINES ON INTERPRETATION OF TEST
RESULTS DEVELOPED.”

"UNCERTAINTY AND DISRUPTION ALSO CAST NEW
DOUBT ON THE RELIANCE ON RAPID TESTING TO

SPOT, AND PREVENT, VIRUS OUTBREAKS AS THE

LEAGUE PLOWS AHEAD WITH ITS SCHEDULE."



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/914931/s0712-tfms-consensus-statement-sage.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/10/16/world/covid-coronavirus?referringSource=articleShare
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30453-7/fulltext

Figure 1: Simulated results of testing strategies to reduce SARS-CoV-2 transmission.

Model-estimated
»80% infection

transmission reduction

Testing daily

Daily testing with BO%+
sensitive tests and results
in one day

OR Daily testing with
70%+ sensitive tests and
immediate results

Testing every
1-3 days

Daily testing with 70%+
sensitive tests and results
in one day

OR Testing every three
days with B0%+ sensitive
tests and immediate
results

Testing every
1-3 days

Daily testing with B5%+
sensitive test and results
in two days

OR Testing every three
days with 97%+ sensitive
tests and results in one
day

OR Testing every three
days with T0%+ sensitive
tests and immediate results

Testing every

Testing every three days
with 70%+ sensitive tests
and results in one day

OR Weekly testing with
97% sensitive test and
immediate results

VST

Source:

"Risk Assessment and Testing Protocols for Reducing SARS-CoV-2
Transmission in K-12 Schools", a study published by Rockefeller Foundation,
Duke University, and Johns Hopkins University.



https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Risk-Assessment-and-Testing-Protocols-for-Reducing-SARS-CoV-2-Transmission-in-K-12-Schools_Final-10-14-2020.pdf
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Risk-Assessment-and-Testing-Protocols-for-Reducing-SARS-CoV-2-Transmission-in-K-12-Schools_Final-10-14-2020.pdf

CONSENSUS

#6

The Capital Region should
collectively press for full
Federal funding for a
national fast and frequent,
asymptomatic testing
program (FFAST).

"WIDESPREAD AND ACCESSIBLE TESTING IS AN
ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF OUR NATION’S
RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC... THE
STAT LACK OF A NATIONAL COVID-19 TESTING
STRATEGY IS STANDING IN THE WAY OF THE
GOVERNMENT’S OFT-REPEATED PROMISE THAT
“ANYONE WHO WANTS A TEST CAN GET A TEST."

"TESTING IS OUR WAY OUT OF THIS CRISIS.
INSTEAD OF RICOCHETING BETWEEN AN
UNSUSTAINABLE SHUTDOWN AND A DANGEROUS,
UNCERTAIN RETURN TO NORMALCY, THE UNITED
STATES MUST MOUNT A SUSTAINABLE STRATEGY
WITH BETTER TESTS AND CONTACT TRACING, AND
STAY THE COURSE FOR AS LONG AS IT TAKES TO
DEVELOP A VACCINE OR CURE."



https://www.statnews.com/2020/10/01/national-covid-19-testing-strategy-not-state-by-state-patchwork/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/national-covid-19-testing-action-plan/

CONSENSUS

#7

This won’t be the last
public health crisis, so it's
critical that the region
develops a plan to sustain
the necessary resilient
response public health
infrastructure for the long-
term

COU NCI L "THE VIRTUAL INEVITABILITY AND HIGH
on- POTENTIAL TOLL OF FUTURE PANDEMICS MAKE

FOR El GN INVESTMENTS IN PREVENTIVE AND MITIGATORY
MEASURES BOTH SENSIBLE AND COST

RELATIONS EFFECTIVE"

"IN THE LAST 20 YEARS, WE'VE HAD SIX
SIGNIFICANT THREATS - SARS, MERS, EBOLA,
AVIAN INFLUENZA AND SWINE FLU," PROF
MATTHEW BAYLIS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
LIVERPOOL TOLD BBC NEWS. "WE DODGED FIVE
BULLETS BUT THE SIXTH GOT US."AND THIS IS
NOT THE LAST PANDEMIC WE ARE GOING TO
FACE, SO WE NEED TO BE LOOKING MORE
CLOSELY AT WILDLIFE DISEASE."

"THE COVID CRISIS DEMONSTRATES THAT IN
STATES WITH STRONG HEALTH INFORMATION
EXCHANGES, THE HIE CAN PLAY THE ROLE OF
INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN PROVIDERS AND
PUBLIC HEALTH."

heaithcare



https://tfr-2020.cfr.org/report/pandemic-preparedness-lessons-COVID-19/findings/
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52775386
https://www.hcinnovationgroup.com/policy-value-based-care/public-health/article/21147049/pandemic-reveals-public-health-data-infrastructure-shortcomings

CALLS-TO-ACTION

FFAST:
FAST, FREQUENT ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING

Paid by a mix of insurance, cash, and donations

PROGRAMS ROLLED OUT ACCORDING TO
URGENCY

Starting with K-12 schools in VA, MD, and D.C. starting
January 1, 2021

CONSISTENT GUIDELINES USED ACROSS
THE CAPITAL REGION

Advocate for evolution of policies such as:

« validating positive screening with PCR within 24 hours

 reporting test type along with test results

» common public health measures (masks, distancing, quarantine, contact tracing)
» consistent publlic health messaging related to vaccination

LONG-TERM RESILIENT REGIONAL PUBLIC
HEALTH RESPONSE & INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN
Staff GWP to continue its work on the above through

June 30, 2021

THIS CAN NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN.

© 2020 GREATER WASHINGTON PARTNERSHIP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



COST + VALUE

There are 2.2M preK-12
students throughout
these jurisdictions; a
program to fast-test all of
these for 20 weeks
starting January 1, 2021
would cost $880 million.

THE VALUE TO THE REGION’S ECONOMY - AND REPUTATION
- OF REOPENING MORE QUICKLY IS AT A MINIMUM
MULTIPLES OF THIS PROSPECTIVE COST.

"WE ESTIMATE THAT THE REAL GDP
N MERCATUS CENTER GROWTH RATE WILL DECLINE 5
/X \ R PERCENT FOR EACH MONTH OF

: PARTIAL ECONOMIC SHUTDOWN. "

"THIS WOULD BE ESPECIALLY DAMAGING
FOR DISADVANTAGED GROUPS, CHILDREN
IN PARTICULAR. IF SCHOOLS CAN’T
UNIVERSITY REOPEN SAFELY FOR IN-PERSON
LEARNING, LOW-INCOME KIDS WILL FALL
EVEN FURTHER BEHIND THEIR PEERS."



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-09-24/harvard-economist-raj-chetty-creates-god-s-eye-view-of-pandemic-damage
https://www.mercatus.org/publications/covid-19-policy-brief-series/cost-covid-19-rough-estimate-2020-us-gdp-impact
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-09-24/harvard-economist-raj-chetty-creates-god-s-eye-view-of-pandemic-damage

NEXT STEPS

There are no technical
hurdles to executing
this plan. It just takes
committed, collective
leadership.

OUR COLLECTIVE CLOUT IS MUCH GREATER.

e MD and VA have cooperated toward this goal
already by joining a 10-state pact organized
by the Rockefeller Foundation to by 500,000
rapid antigen tests.

Virginia has made recent moves to buy more
rapid tests.

The Rockefeller Foundation is launching a
pilot with Washington DC public schools for
20,000 free + rapid antigen tests.

LET’S ACCELERATE AND
SOLVE THIS TOGETHER.


https://www.medtechdive.com/news/7-states-ally-to-buy-covid-19-antigen-tests-bd-and-quidel-to-get-initial-o/582938/
https://richmond.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/virginia-commits-16-million-for-antigen-tests-first-order-expected-this-week/article_f5eaa8c5-a91a-56f3-81ff-38d1a1498b68.html
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-guidance-for-using-covid-19-testing-strategies-to-reopen-americas-schools-safely/%20.

