
This Fall surge is different from the Spring or Summer Surge and combining to 
create a Winter Surge

• This Surge is rising more rapidly than seen previously
• This Surge is broader involving more counties simultaneously 
• This Surge is longer in duration – nearly twice as long so far from initiation of 

rapid spread to plateau 
• The pattern of rapid increasing cases, to hospitalizations to fatalities is being 

replicated across the USA beginning with the Northern Plains as the weather 
cools and Americans gather indoors

• Any indoor gatherings without masks are viral spreading events whether in a 
bar, restaurant or around a dining room table

• Asymptomatic (silent transmission) is a critical component of viral spread and 
must be identified through testing

• The importance of testing as a public health intervention equal to masking, 
physical distancing and hand hygiene 
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Superimposing rate of case rise showing significant difference 
between the prior surges and the Fall
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TRENDS IN HOSPITAL INPATIENT COVID UTILIZATION DURING
THE LAST 8 WEEKS: 24 states in the red zones 11 in orange zone 
and USA as a whole now in orange zone

Figure depicts average  
inpatient bed utilization by  
COVID-19 patients in over  
the 8-week period of10/12-
12/6. Vertical axis ranges  
from 0 to30%.

Source: Unified Hospital  
Dataset. See Data  
Sources/Methods slide for  
additional details.
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University of Wisconsin (33K students)
Tested only symptomatic students and those 
exposed, Isolated and quarantined

4600 + students infected

Boston University (32K students)
Tested all students weekly
Found both symptomatics
and asymptomatics (>75%)
Isolated and quarantined
220 total students infected


